
USS Copahee under way with a load of
Japanese Zeros. One captured Kate is to the rear,

saddled by a gaggle of American aircraft. These aircraft
were captured by TAIU-Pacific Ocean Area. They were

assigned the task of capturing Japanese technology as
American forces moved forward in the island war. One of

the unit’s first significant finds was the capture of the first
Zeke 52 and the first Kate torpedo-bomber. These were

taken on Aslito airfield on Saipan on 18 June 1944.
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A s one of
the first 
C-3 type

merchant hulls to
be converted to an
escort carrier, the
USS Copahee was
originally AVG-12
(following Navy practice, the ship was reclassified
several times in later years to ACV, CVE, and finally
CVHE-12). The ship was originally launched as the SS
Steel Architect on 21 October 1941 from the Todd-Pacific
Shipyards in Tacoma, Washington, under a Maritime
Commission contract. She was acquired by the Navy on
8 February 1942 and towed to the Naval Shipyard at
Bremerton for conversion.

The conversion to an escort carrier was the result
of a successful experiment with the completion of the
USS Long Island (CVE-1) in 1941. However, the USS
Copahee had the island structure mounted, as do
major carriers, on the starboard side; whereas the

Slated never to launch aircraft in 
anger against the enemy, USS Copahee

provided a steady and vital stream of
warplanes to the combat fronts

This view is indicative of the
importance of the Copahee — the

carrier is launching a new
Chance Vought F4U-1

Corsair of VMF-213 “Hell
Hawks” on 29 March 1943.
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Long Island had her bridge underneath the forward
end of flight deck and was diesel driven.

The ship was formally placed in commission on 15

June 1942 by R/Adm. C.S. Freeman, Commandant
13th Naval District, with Capt. John G. Farrell (Naval
Academy Class 1918) as the first Commanding Officer.
The commissioning crew did not move aboard at the
time of commissioning, but was berthed on board the
ex-Puget Sound ferry boat Quelisen, across the pier.
The officers were topside in the passenger compart-
ment, wheelhouse, etc., and the crew swung hammocks
on the auto and freight deck. Feeding was arranged by
transporting food from the yard mess hall.

It might be noted that a great majority of the crew
was made up of regular Navy personnel, including
many survivors of the old Lexington, Langley, and
Nevada. As time progressed, most of the regulars
were transferred to new construction and were
replaced by trained reserves.

Being a product of necessity, the new carrier — the
first CVE to have been commissioned on the West
Coast — possessed many construction flaws that were
due to the hurried conversion job accomplished

without the benefit of operational experience. The
Copahee, on her maiden voyage, lacked such essential
machinery as standby forced draft blower capacity,
emergency lubricating oil pump, standby condensate
pumps, and many other items that were standard
equipment on all later escort carriers. Correcting
difficulties was a matter of trial and error. Installed
while underway, many engineering improvements
found on later CVEs can be traced back to Copahee.

Although officially listed as a member of the Bogue-
class, the Copahee was, in fact, commissioned several
months before her sister Bogue (CVE-9), a ship that
was to earn fame fighting U-Boats in the Atlantic.

When the Copahee arrived at Hammerhead Pier at
the Navy Yard in Bremerton for conversion, she was
almost a completed merchant ship. She had a
superstructure, mast, and even the name Steel
Architect beaded on either side of the bow. She carried
this welded beading throughout her career.

As a matter of incidental interest, when she


