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built as a carrier from keel up. The
three previous carriers — Langley,
Saratoga, and Lexington had all
started their lives as different
ships (the Langley as a collier,
the Saratoga and
Lexington as battle
cruisers) before
being modified to an
aircraft carrier design. 

Ranger was a
revolutionary design
that incorporated
many of the lessons
learned in carrier
operations from the
three previous ships.
In addition, the
Ranger had many
experimental design
features that became
standard in later
carriers. She was truly
a pioneer design in
American naval
architecture.

Ranger was
built in Newport
News shipyard,
laid down in 1931,
launched in 1933
and commissioned
in 1934. Her
design was mainly
focused on the need
to achieve the

maximum amount of aircraft
embarked for the least tonnage.
The requirement for limited
tonnage was driven by the London

Naval Treaty of
1922. The carriers
Lexington and
Saratoga, both
converted battle
cruisers, weighed
43,000-tons tons

apiece. This meant that the US
could build only 135,000-tons more
in aircraft carriers. The stupidity of
the politicians in signing such an
idiotic agreement is evident.

In this quest for space economy,
the Ranger design was an
unqualified success. At 14,300-tons
she embarked 75 aircraft, almost as
many as the Lexington or Saratoga
— ships over twice her weight in
long tons. The concept for the
Ranger was to build a carrier with
maximum aircraft space and
limited protection/-armament that
was significantly faster than the 21-
knot battleship fleet. This was
accomplished by limiting
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On 4 October 1943, the US
Navy conducted a carrier
strike against German

shipping and shore installations in
Norway. This strike was the second
and last time that the aircraft
carrier USS Ranger (the first US
aircraft built as such from the keel
up and one of only three of the seven
pre-war fleet carriers to survive the
war) engaged in combat against the
foe in the Second World War. The 4
October strike was the only action of
this type against the Germans by an

American fleet carrier during the
Second World War.

Ask any WWII Naval enthusiast
about US Navy pre-war carriers
and you will no doubt get the
names Enterprise, Yorktown, Wasp,
Hornet, Lexington, and Saratoga
reeled off to you along with
accounts of carrier raids in the
dark days of early 1942, as well as
the epic battles of Coral Sea and
Midway. Although these six names
crop up again and again, there is
normally little mention of the

seventh American pre-war fleet
carrier — the USS Ranger.

The story of the USS Ranger
(CV-4) is not well known because
she was the only pre-war fleet
carrier destined not to serve an
active role in the Pacific theater.
Although largely relegated to
training and aircraft transport
duties, the Ranger twice saw action
in the Atlantic where she holds a
small but unique distinction among
all the US WWII aircraft carriers:
The Ranger was the only US fleet
carrier to conduct air strikes
against the European continent in
the Second World War.

Ranger was the first American
aircraft carrier to be designed and

The USS Ranger would be the only US
aircraft carrier not to participate in the war

against the Japanese — but she would take part in a
unique and daring assault on Nazi shipping in Norway
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Its deck loaded
with aircraft, USS

Ranger (CV-4) was
photographed off

Honolulu on 8
April 1938.

Wings Over
Honolulu was one
of the many
popular pre-war
military movies
and the film made
extensive use of
USS Ranger.
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USS Ranger at sea during the late 1930s.


