
Given its huge expanse of coastline and oft-
violent weather, Alaska is a state that is rich in
shipwrecks. This unidentified fishing vessel was
partially sunk and on its side when photographed
at Afognak Island. (Peter Thompson)

M/V Reijin was an ill-fated car carrier. The 653-
foot-long vessel had been launched on 19
December 1987 and on 26 April 1988, she ran
aground and capsized off Oporto, Portugal, while
carrying 5432 new cars. This was her maiden
voyage. A decision was made to dump two-thirds
of the cars in water 6800-feet deep and the same
was to be done with the ship. However, after
dumping had started it was not completed since
the activity was in violation of the London
Dumping Convention because of the amount of
plastic in each vehicle. It appears the thousands
of remaining cars were left aboard when the

Reijin was towed out to sea
and sunk. The Portuguese
government said “no
practical alternative is

available” but ecologists
called it “a crime
dangerous to the
whole world.”

Further examples of
ships whose sailing days
are definitely over
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Looking out over an almost vertical cliff, one
can spot the remains of the M/V Ranga. She

was a cargo ship that lost engine power during
a severe storm in March 1982 and the tides and
winds pushed the vessel aground at Dunmore

Head on the Dingle Peninsula, County Kerry,
Republic of Ireland. The rocks immediately

began to rip the ship apart but the crew
managed to safely escape via a breeches buoy

and a Royal Air Force helicopter. The Ranga
was a total loss and the elements have

pounded the vessel into an almost
unrecognizable shape with only the bow and

other small portions visible today. 

Nature has almost completely
reclaimed the wreck of this large
wooden ship. The remains of the

unidentified ship were photographed
near shore in the Apostle Islands,

Wisconsin, during 1983. (Cmdr.
George Leigh)

If caught unprotected, hurricanes can
be devastating for the shipping trade.
These large vessels were no match for
August 1969’s Hurricane Camille and,
despite their size, were washed up onto
the beach and heavily damaged.

On 26 November 1996, foul weather drove the Russian factory
ship Franz Hals aground at Biarritz, France, where she quickly
became a tourist attraction. As can be seen, the Russian ship
was in typically filthy condition but there was a happy outcome.
After much work, the Franz Hals was refloated on 21 December
to leave the beach free and clear for tourists. SC

When traveling abroad, it is always a good idea to avoid
Third World ferries. This was particularly true of the Salem
Express on the night of 17 December 1991. A roll-on/roll-off car
and passenger ferry, the vessel was operating between the ports
of Safaga, Egypt, and Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, hauling hundreds of
Egyptian pilgrims. The ship collided with the well-marked
Hyndman Reefs and this holed the bows and forced open the
bow visor, allowing the water to gush in. She went onto her
starboard side and quickly sank. Official death toll was listed as
470 but many said this was an Egyptian cover-up and the toll
was much higher since the ship was overloaded with pilgrims.
Many bodies were left inside and it was reported that
government divers welded over all openings. However, today the
wreck can be dived upon and it is in relatively good shape.
Divers report the interior littered with cars and baggage.
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