
A beautiful sight —
work completed,
PT-658 is lowered
back into the water.
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Restoring a World War Two          PT-Boat is one
thing — keeping it going is an entirely different
issue. Much like vintage aircraft, restoring the

object is a tremendous commitment of time and
funding. Once the restoration is complete, then the

It takes a huge amount of
ongoing work to keep PT-658
up and running
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owner(s) has a wonderful object but, if the
object is meant to run, fly, sail, then the

commitment goes much, much deeper.
Vintage vessels such as the magnificent

USS PT-658 (see “Devil Boat” in the June 2015 for the
complete history of the vessel) are always being worked
upon to keep them in fine operational condition.

As most readers know, this fine restoration is owned
and operated by Save the PT Boat Inc. in Portland,
Oregon. The decision was made to bring PT-658 out of
the water for some major work and this was accom-
plished from October 2018 to May 2019. PT-658 was
dry-docked and the volunteers and a Port Townsend
shipwright got to work — and it was extensive.

Some 20+ mahogany plans had to be replaced and
then brass riveted as per original specifications.
Sheffield Marine Propeller cleaned and polished all
three shafts and balanced/tuned the other two props.

They also recast four shat struts of two
different sizes. The volunteers installed
two of these and then put the other two
into storage for possible future use.

In addition, the group replaced the
bearing and aligned the prop shafts. The
starboard side mufflers were then removed
and wire brushed. The hull was inspected for
decay and any problem areas were rectified
before remounting. Also, the 60-feet chine
log on the starboard side was replaced.

As can be seen, eight months and a lot
of dollars were expended to get PT-658
back in the water for everyone to enjoy. 
For more information on how you can 
help keep PT-658 sailing (and how you 
can visit and go for a ride), please visit
savetheptboatinc.com. SC

Replacing planks and inspecting for decay.

Every foot of
the interior was
closely
inspected for
possible
problems.

Installing the
redone shafts
and propellers.

Over 20
mahogany
planks were
replaced.


