
were spent there until the
presence of the Flagship was
required in Shanghai due to the
opening of the Sino-Japanese
hostilities in that area.

The Augusta left Tsingtao at
noon Friday, the 13th, 1937, under
forced draft, from Shanghai. Heavy
weather was encountered, which
carried away the port lifeboat.
Meals were eaten “catch as catch
can,” it being too stormy to set
messes. The sea was running so
heavily that speed was reduced to a
minimum. The ship arrived in
Shanghai on “Bloody Saturday,” 14
August 1937. At 1640, while the
ship was being moored to her buoys,

she was greeted with two bombs dropped from a
Chinese plane (it was later learned that the Chinese
thought the ship was Japanese) which fell within 20-
yds of the starboard bow, fortunately without a casualty.

On 20 August, at 1838, a stray shell landed on the
well deck, which exploded — killing one seaman
(Freddie J. Falgout, S1c, of Raceland, Louisiana) and
wounding 17 others.

Although frequently under cross-fire of the
“incident,” the ship’s activities continued even though 
all hands had to “take cover” from air raids and
countless anti-aircraft firings many times during the
day and night. In addition to the regular films shown
each evening, smokers were featured fortnightly and
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The following article, a transcript of a personal
journal entry of the author’s record of an interview by
a Fleet Home News staff member following his
assignment to shore duty to the USNTC San Diego,
California, on the advent of the Normandy landing,
recorded for the first time, the factual, eyewitness
account of the murder of F. J. Falgout, S1c, USN,
during the Japanese “China Incident” of 1937, as told
by then Commander C.W. Schantz.

THE USS AUGUSTA
The USS Augusta (CL/CA-31) was a Northampton-

class cruiser, notable for service as a headquarters
ship during Operation Torch, Operation Overlord,
Operation Dragoon, and for her occasional use as a
presidential flagship carrying both Franklin Roo-
sevelt and Harry Truman under wartime conditions.

Augusta, a Treaty cruiser of 10,000-tons normal 

The Japanese claimed it to be an accident, but for hundreds of American Bluejackets
scrambling for their lives, the attack on the USS Augusta was unmitigated. The first
American life of World War II had been claimed — but war would not be declared 
for four more years!     BY R/ADM. C.W. SCHANTZ, USN (RET.)

USS Augusta at anchor off
Pootung Point, Shanghai, as

hostilities between the Japanese
and Chinese rage on shore.

Throughout its
service life, 
USS Augusta
was constantly
upgraded. This
dynamic portrait of
the cruiser was
taken during 1945.

USS Augusta was the pride of the Scouting Force and this view shows the ship on
31 July 1933 with Diamond Head in the distance.

displacement, was laid down on 2 July 1928 at
Newport News, Virginia, by Newport News Shipbuild-
ing and Dry Dock Company. She was launched on 1
February 1930. Originally classified as a light cruiser
— CL-31 — because of her thin armor, effective 1 July
1931, Augusta was redesignated a heavy cruiser —
CA-31 —  because of her 8-in guns in accordance with
the provisions of the London Naval Treaty of 1930.

After an abbreviated shake-down cruise, she was
assigned duty as flagship for Commander, Scouting
Force, V/Adm. Arthur Willard on 21 May 1931. From
that time on, she participated in Fleet Problem XIII,
but she, along with rest of the Scouting Force did not
return to the Atlantic at its conclusion, as was
normal. Instead, the Hoover Administration kept the
Fleet concentrated on the West Coast throughout
1932, in the unrealized hope that it might restrain
Japanese aggression in China.

Almost a year later, the Scouting Force was still on
the West Coast when Roosevelt took office and the
new administration kept the Scouting Force in that
location. Consequently, Augusta continued to operate
in the eastern Pacific until relieved of duty as
Scouting Force’s flagship in October 1933. The cruiser
left the Navy Yard, Puget Sound, Washington, and
sailed for China on 20 October.

IN CHINA SEAS 
In July 1937, the USS Augusta visited Vladivostok,

USSR, becoming the first American naval vessel to 
visit that port since 1923. After visiting there for 
two-weeks, the vessel went to Tsingtao. Two-weeks
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