
Langley at anchor with the
crew lining the sides.
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In the Pacific east of the Philippines Islands during
the early morning hours of 8 December 1941, the
USS Langley received a startling message. The US

Navy base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, reported being
under heavy attack by carrier-based aircraft of the
Imperial Japanese Navy. Relations between the two
countries were known to be strained during the past few
months; still the news that an American military
installation was being attacked without warning by the
Japanese came as a shock.

A few hours later, the report of the Japanese attack
was confirmed by radio from the Navy base at Cavite,
near Manila, headquarters of the US Asiatic Fleet.
Commander Robert P. McConnell, ruddy-faced 46-
year-old captain of the Langley, had already
alerted his ship and was steaming for
Manila at full speed.

For seven-years the collier Jupiter shuttled coal
to the fleet. But on a fateful day in 1919,

Congress determined she could better serve the
fleet with a different payload — aircraft!
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USS Jupiter sailed as a collier for
seven years before the decision
was made to convert her to
America’s first aircraft carrier.

USS Jupiter
ready for
launching from
Mare Island on
18 October
1911.

Not the most attractive of vessels, the USS Langley
was photographed during training operations.

Later in the morning, the ship received new orders
from fleet commander Adm. Hart. She was to change
course and head southward for the Royal Netherlands
Navy base at Batavia in the Dutch East Indies. The old,
plodding Langley was considered just too vulnerable

should Japanese aircraft or surface ships, now
swarming over the area, intercept her. The Dutch
East Indies, it was believed, was well out of the range
of enemy bases and a much safer haven for the old
Langley until some useful job could be found for her.

As the first aircraft carrier commissioned by the
US Navy shortly after the First World War, the
USS Langley was already long obsolete. With

newer and faster aircraft carriers coming along,
she has been converted to a seaplane
tender some eight-years before. Equipped
with PBY flying boats, the Langley was
serving as a floating base for Patrol Wing
Two on what was then called a “neutral

patrol” east of the Philippines

during that early December day.
The First World War had seen

tremendous advances in the use of
airplanes as a weapon of war, over water
as well as land. During the immediate
aftermath of the war, the Navy explored

Two significant names in aviation are
represented here — Langley and
Loening, as a Loening amphibian
launches from CV-1 Langley.


