
Fully camouflaged and heading to
the Pacific on 23 May 1942, the New

Orleans-class cruiser USS Quincy
(CA-39) only had months to live. On 9

August, she was caught in a
Japanese bombardment in the Battle

of Savo Island. Even though her crew
valiantly fought back she was hit by

numerous large caliber shells and
torpedoes. She went to the bottom

with 370 of her crew — the first
victim of Ironbottom Sound.
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U-Boat under attack. This dramatic photograph was taken
from a US Navy PB4Y-1 Liberator attached to VB-107 and
under the command of Lt. (jg) Vance Dawkins. The Liberator,
captained by top U-Boat ace Heinz-Otto Schultz, was caught
on the surface in the South Atlantic west of the River Congo
estuary. All 63 crew were lost in the unrelenting war against
the undersea raiders.

Festooned with flags and bunting, its hull painted with American flags and
emblazoned with the name “WASHINGTON _ UNITED STATES,” the SS Washington

was photographed passing through the Golden Gate in
San Francisco on 10 August 1947. This ship was bringing

first class passenger service between New York and
San Francisco for the first time since the end of WWII.

During the war, she became Mount Vernon with the
US Navy as a troop ship. Her luxurious interior

was carefully removed and stored. However,
when she returned to commercial service,

only one deck was restored to pre-war
standards. Returned to the government

in 1951, she transported
troops and their families

between New York and
Germany. Laid up in the

Hudson River in 1953, the
grand ship was

scrapped in 1965.
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Magnificent view of USS Nautilus (SS-571) approaching New
York City. The first nuclear-powered submarine, Nautilus was
launched on 21 January 1954 and would go on to establish
many international records. Today, the restored sub is on
display for all to see at the Submarine Force Museum.

Magic Carpet ride — RMS Queen Mary pulls into New York Harbor with a huge
load of victorious GIs returning from Europe. The historic liner was used to
transport tens of thousands of American troops back home in one of the ship’s
grandest periods of history.

Looking tired and grim, the crew PCF-71 motors down the
Cua Lon River, Republic of Vietnam, during July 1969. The
inshore patrol vessel was returning to their sea float base
with an underwater demolition team.


