
Today, USCGC
Taney is on display

in Baltimore Inner
Harbor and hosts

thousands of
visitors a year.

Ceremonial photograph of driving the first rivet on USCGC
Taney by Capt. J.A. Furer on 1 May 1935.

Taney launching on 3 June 1936
at the Philadelphia Navy Yard.

10 SEA CLASSICS/January 2017 seaclassicsnow.com 11

When he went ashore on
Saturday, 6 December
1941, Cmdr. Louis B.

Olson, was unhappy about the
anchorage assigned to his ship, the
Coast Guard cutter Taney, a 327-
footer that displaced some 2700-
tons. Instead of mooring with the
Pacific Fleet, the five-year-old cutter
occupied a berth at a civilian pier in
Honolulu harbor. Although both
Army and Navy commanders in
Hawaii had received warnings to be
alert against sabotage, not so

much as a strand
of barbed

During World War Two, the Coast
Guard Cutter Taney was probably

the most heavily armed type of ship
to join that branch of the service and

it is equally fair to say that she saw
more action than many a regular
Navy combat vessel

wire protected the anchored vessel.
Olson made sure the crew would
keep a careful watch during the
weekend, issued orders to
prepare for a Monday
morning exercise by
distributing
ammunition for
the 3-in main
battery
and

the .50-cal machine guns, and then strode down the
gangplank.

Also absent from the Taney for the weekend was Lt.
Frank Erickson, pilot of the Grumman J2F Duck
amphibian that flew reconnaissance missions
for the cutter. Beginning at midnight on
Saturday, he served as duty officer at the
administration building, Ford Island Naval Air
Station, at Pearl Harbor. Erickson’s last task
before being relieved at 8:00 Sunday morning

was to make sure the call to colors
sounded on time, but

before he could see to
his duty, an airplane
screamed low over
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